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The Moderates5 conference passed a resolution welcoming "the
reform proposals of the Secretary of State and the Viceroy of India
as constituting an advance on present conditions both as regards
the Government of India and the provincial governments and also
a real and substantial step towards the progressive realization of
'responsible government5 in the provinces."
The Moderates suggested some minor changes to the proposals
and appointed a committee to elect a deputation to proceed to
England in order to urge on British statesmen and the British public
"the wisdom and necessity of supporting the Montagu-Ghelmsford
reform scheme."
Tilak and Mrs, Besant had decided to send their own Home Rule
deputations to England to counter anti-India propaganda. Within
a short period of three weeks Tilak delivered lectures at about thirty
places and collected Rs. 150,000 for the deputation. He travelled
one thousand miles by car and an equal distance by railway. He
always preferred to have small contributions from many to a big
donation from one rich man: "I should like to have sixty-four pice
from as many persons instead of one rupee from one." At the age
of sixty-one he did not hesitate to undertake a long and busy tour
through the dangerous seas when the war was on. In the first week
of April he and his colleagues were to start on their mission to
England, but their passports were cancelled on instructions from
the War Cabinet.
In the meanwhile Tilak's defamation suit against Sir Valentine
Chirol was hanging fire; finding that it could not reasonably be
postponed, the Government permitted him to proceed to England.
He was, however, gagged and was required to give a pledge that he
would not address meetings while in England.
Tilak left for England in August. The first thing he did there
was to get his undertaking to remain silent cancelled. He, however,
did not appear on the public platform for some time, as he did not
want to prejudice his case in the court against Chirol. He, however,
started reorganizing the British Congress Committee and the manage-
ment of India. He cultivated the friendship of Labour leaders. The
confidence they placed in him and the Congress deputation was
so great that they agreed to move in Parliament amendments to
the Government of India Bill, in spite of Mrs. Besanfs best endea-
vours to dissuade them from so doing. Tilak did his best to educate